
ULSTER TOWN BOARD SPECIAL MEETING
OCTOBER 3, 2006 AT7:00PM

Thespecial meeting wascalled toorderbyChairperson, Supervisor Woerner at7:00PM
attheEastKingston FireHouse onMain Street, East Kingston. 

SALUTE TOTHEFLAG

ROLL CALL BYCLERK
TOWN COUNCILMAN CRAIG ARTIST
TOWN COUNCILMAN DAVID BRINK
TOWN COUNCILMAN JOEL B. BRINK
TOWN COUNCILMAN ROCCO SECRETO
SUPERVISOR NICKY B. WOERNER

Supervisor Woerner reported that thepurpose ofthismeeting istoupdate theresidents about the
grant possibilities forEast Kingston andtoregister complaints about theCallanan blasting.  The
recent lateral assistance grant application forOSC forlowtomoderate income residents hasbeen
denied.  Mark Blauer, thetown grant writer, will address other opportunities later inthemeeting.  
Heannounced that thetentative budget hasalower EastKingston Special District property tax.  
Thiswasdonebyusing the interest from thebond that thetownhadtorepay tooffset thetax
rate.  The2007 taxratewillbe $6.06per thousand. Thetaxrate isanticipated toraiseand level
offataround the $8figure, thatwaspredicted, astheyears progress. Theaverage homeowner,  
for thisbudget, willpay $310.00or $606fora $100,000home.  

PaulVogt, Water Superintendent, reported thatall themains andservices for theEast Kingston
Water District, are installed. Hecan’tperform anypressure testuntil thecitywater isturned on.  
That isbeing delayed asCityofKingston needs toinstall apump house that isonbackorder.   
Hewillnot issueawater permit (permission toconnect tothedistrict) until thewater pipes are
tested andapproved.     

Mark Blauer, thetown grant writer, reported that thetown plans toreapply forthegrant toallow
free lateral water connections for lowtomoderate income qualified families intheEastKingston
Water District similar totheGlenerie lateral grant.  Heisdisappointed that thetown was turned
down asthiswasawellwritten grantwithmore statistical information. TheTown islooking for
anyhelp itcan find forpeople toconnect. Hehascontacted theUSDA and they have aprogram
forqualifying senior citizens.  Theywill send people down tohelp fillout theapplication for
them.  They also have1% interest loans forpeople other than senior citizens toconnect.  Anyone
whocannotwaituntilnext August forwater maywant totake advantage ofthisprogram.  Heis
checking toseeiftheunspent Glenerie Water lateral connection money canbeused forEast
Kingston.    

Robert White – Whatisthetime framefor thewater districttobe completeand havewater?  When
will the residentsbeallowedtoconnect (lateral connections)?  Superintendent
Vogt statedhehadnodefinitivedatebuthebelievesitshouldbe finishedearly next
year. No onewillbeallowedtoconnectuntil the pipesare tested.  Mr. 

Perry - Is therea $150. 00permittoconnect?  Superintendent
Vogt – Yes.  That includes awater meter connection withtwo inspections.  
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Mr. Patrick Clausi – Askedifthedistricthadtopayforawatertank.  Superintendent
Vogt – The water tankisincluded intheprice forthedistrict andwould beinstalled afterward.  
Thetank doesnotneedtobeinservice toget thewater running.  Supervisor Woerner
stated that there havebeen talks aboutawater tanktoservice both communities (East
Kingston andtheCityofKingston), butthat isnotupfor discussionatthis point.  The
tank was included inthe original bond.   Mrs. Josephine

Reina – Where isthepump house? Whenwasit ordered? Where isthe pump house coming from?  
Supervisor Woerner – The
pump house isonback order bytheCityofKingston. Hedidn’tknow where the cityordered
itfromorthe type, but wouldget that information.  Itwillbelocated within theTownof
Ulster.  Tothebestof his knowledge, itwas orderedin July.  PaulVogt statedthat
informationcanbeobtainedfrom the Town Engineer.  Robert White – Whois

talkingtothecity totask togetthis projectdone? Hefeels theCity should befined fornot
getting theirpart done.  Supervisor Woerner explained that the
pump houseisonbackorderand thereisnothing that canbedoneaboutit.   To
SetPublic Hearing for

theEastKingstonFire Protection Budget Supervisor Woerner motionedtoset
apublic hearing forthe East Kingston Fire Protection District forOctober 24, 2006
at7:00PM atthe East Kingston Fire House.  nd2byCouncilmanJoel

B. Brink AllAyes Supervisor Woerner announced
that, after

thePublic Hearing that was justset, there wouldbeupdates about thewater and
blasting information fromthis meeting.  Anaudience member requesteda

CityofKingston Water Representative attend themeeting. TheSupervisor will check.  Supervisor Woerner
openedahearing

tohear concerns andcomplaints about theCallanan’sblasting offofRoute 32.  
Heasked peopletobe specific about the natureoftheir complaint.  Hewould liketogather information
and then holdabetter meetingwith Callanan wherethecomplaints andconcerns couldbe
addressed.  Lou LaConture – Water gotworse. 

Itisblack. The basementhas water init. Thesheet rockinthe house hasthenails showing.  
Theexact time thewater turned badhewas unsureofbutcould check withhis water system records.   
Mrs. Josephine Reina – Reported thatcracks

in the foundation areshowing throughher cement blocks. She haspictures andareport. 
It isgettingworse. She hasclay around herhouseand theblasting causes more damage.   Mr. Sam Perry – 
Pool sunk four inches. 

Cracks inhis tiles. Concern about breathing the dust. Heislosing land. Hehas stones hitting his
driveway. They are working7daysaweek.  Mr.  2
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Petersen, thebuilding inspector, came totake pictures andcould barely seefrom thestone dust.  
Thecompany took pictures ofhis foundation before theblasting, buthecan’tgetcopies toshow
thedamage thathasoccurred.    

Mrs. Perry – Shecan’t keepher house clean becauseofthedust fromthe blasting. She was concerned
about what theyare breathing.  They aren’tusingwatertokeepthedustdown. The trucks
drop stoneastheydriveinandoutoftheplant.  She isconcernedaboutRt. 32 being closed
downasitistheonly entrancetoher home.  Every time they blast, her family feelsit.  They
putamachineinthegrassandthereadingisread properly.  There are several cavesorairshafts
that rununderher propertyandsheisconcernedabout what could happentoher housewith
the blasting.  She complainedthat the companyisdrillingat night.  Further, her propertyhas
adroppedof300ftfromCallana’sblastingand theyshouldput fencingforpublicsafety.        Jean

Watzka – Ran outofwater.  Feelthe blasts andisconcerned thatthey will affect thewater veinsin
the area.  Mr. Perry

inquired ifthis blastingwillaffect thewater lineandthe laterals.  Mr. Perry

wanted toknow whoregulates theblasts.  Mr. Petersen
stated that they regulate themselves. Thereblast permitssetthe duration.  Mrs. Perry

stated that themachine shouldbenear herhome.   Agentleman

fromtheaudience statedthatwhenheworked inthe quarries theywere prohibited fromblasting
sections that theyarenow blastingin.  There were meetings aboutwhat thecompany could
doand what they couldn’t.  Mrs. Perry

stated thatshehadthe understanding thatthe company hadtotakeacertain amountofrock
out (blasting) to keep their license goingand nothing wasdone.    Mr. Perry - 
Are they still allowed tohave their license?  Mr. Bob

McCollough – Theblasting isdamagingthe housesanditisaffecting the people’shealth. The DEC
will stop them from blastingtosaveaturtleor snakebut theywon’tdoanything tosave
ahumanbeing.  Noonegoes inside thehousestorecordthe blastingand experiencetheblasting.   
Jodie – Sameconcern, 

feels theblasting inside her houseLaura Watzka – Feels the

blasts. She suffersfrom posttraumatic stress syndromeanditaffects her. Her son hasnightmares
about thehill comingdown. There are treesthatare coming downthehill. Sheisworried
about the trees’ stabilityalong theridge. Her houseis140years oldand theblasting affectsitas
itisbuilt toan older standard.    Lady from audience – Aroad

isbeing placed near LakeRoad. Arethey planning ondoingany work there? There isnofence
near the ridge.   3
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Anthony Deflippo - Didn’tknow theblasting wasoccurring because heisgoneduring theday,  
buthisnew garage foundation isshowing cracks andthere isabigcrack inhisbaywindow.  He
believes that thiswascaused bytheblasting.  

Patrick Clausi  –They canfeel theblasting allthewaydown toNewkirk Street. Hewasmowing
his lawnonariding lawnmower andnearly felloff.  They were supposed tobejusta
blacktopping operation andthen theyareblasting. Whogave them permission?  Hefeels theyare
blasting lower than East Kingston andgoing toruin their water. Who gave them thepermit todo
all this?  

Richard Carpino – Isthereaplanfor reclamationoftheland?  Are they blastinginthewet lands? 
There isaPeterRopy Lake, also knownasHudersLake. When they blast, that wateriscoming
out and contaminatinghis drinkingwater.  There hasbeenareductioninwater fromhiswell.  
Jeannine

McCollough - She spoketoKevinCahill andshewill presentapetitionsignedbythepeople
affected bythe blasts. He promisedhewillstartameetingtoaddressthe issue.  She feels that
the blasting affected thequalityoflifeand healthof the community. The blasting creates noise, 
debris and couldcause accidents. She feels that the companyneedstobepresentinthehome
toexperiencethe blasts. She watched cracks form fromtheblasting. Her neighbornearly fell
offaladderduetothe blasting. Things falloff theshelves.  The agreement that Callanan’shas
needstobe alteredtohelpthe community.  Inspections need tobedonetoenforcethis agreement. 
The blastsarenot fair.  Tina

Carpino – She experienced trespassing from people walking ontoher property. She contacted the
DEC andthey lack theresources toregulate thepermits (nomachine andnoone trainedto
use them). She watched hermetal blindsnearlyhitthe ceiling fromtheblasts.   JulieMurphy – 

Herwater isaffected. There isa lotofnoise.    Lady from audience – 

Spent moneyonanewwell pump andherwaterisblack.  Gentleman from audience – His

house hasshifted onitsfoundation.   Robert White -  Feels theblasting

onNewkirk Street. Howlong doesittake togetthis problem fixed?  Will this lowerthe
assessed valueonproperties?  Jeannine McCollough – This needsto

goone stepfurther than complaining: by talkingtothe political line.  RobertWhite - Will this
lower the

assessed value onproperties?  Awoman named Jean – Whogets
aphonecall when theyblast?  Mrs. Perry – What arethey (thestate) 

doing totheroad workon Route32?  Supervisor Woerner will findout.  Mr. John Icconetti – 
Theyare supposedtoinstall
storm water drainage.  4



ULSTER TOWN BOARD SPECIAL MEETING
OCTOBER 3, 2006 AT7:00PM

Mrs. Perry – Whatarewesupposedtodowiththeroad blockedtoour houseonRoute32?  Supervisor
Woerner suggested callinghisofficeandhewillhaveananswerastowhattheyaredoing
andforhow long.  Mr. 

Perry stated thatwhenheboughthis house, he wastold that they could never blast behindhis
houseand theycould never shoot inthatquarry.  Mrs. 

Josephine Reina –Theyarenot doingagoodjobwith the seismograph.  She has cracksinher
cement blocks.  Frank

Rittie – He believes theState Police Department enforcestheblast law.  Supervisor Woerner
statedhewould talktoCaptain RegainsfromtheState Police Department.  Mrs. Watzka – 

Asked the towntoenforcethe2-tonlimit on Main Street. Shefelther property valueisbeing
diminished.   Robert White – Reported

that there isadiesel smell in thearea from them starting their trucksup.  Mrs. Perry reported
that

there isablacktop smell at night. The trucks are running allthe timeand the soundofthe
tailgates slamming astheyloadand unload materials.   Mrs. Josephine Reina – Concerned

that the blasting willaffect thedumpand couldsetoffthemethanegasattheold
landfill.   Robert White – Concerned aboutthe

blast affecting thehigh pressure gas linerunning through thearea.  Araiseofhands
showed that

the majority ofpeoplewere having water problems inEast Kingston.  Supervisor Woerner stated thathe
would

liketosubmitacopyofthe minutestotheTown AttorneyandtoCallanan’sto
address the issues.  He would liketotryto haveanswersattheOctober24, 2006 meeting.  Hefeels
that Callanan wantsto correct the problemandisgettingtheir experts together. He was concerned
aboutthewater quality inthearea andwould like totest thewater, asthere were
alotof people affectedbythis.   Mrs. Perry – Inquired about thehealth

risks ofbreathinginthe stonedust.  She wouldlike thetowntoinvite arepresentative from the
Department ofHealth toaddress this. Sherequested aStop” signbeplaced atthe end
of the Callanan property and road.    Supervisor Woerner statedhewould refer that

mattertothepolicetolook intoashe thoughtitwasanenforcement issue.     Mrs. Watzka – Requested
that tarpsbeplaced

on the trucks, asthe material fallsoff.   Mr. Perry – There isanair quality problem.  
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